tWZ                         A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

to dress a la com-tisane^ the atheist puts on the
religieusej the Christian has the vest and the
turban, and the Quaker a habit from the theatre.

In the appearance of the superior part it is much
the same : mimicry and opposite capacities engross
conversation; the beau turns polemic, the atheist
disputes principles, the actress practises modesty,
and the pedant panegyrics upon wit: fools write
satire, as clowns teach manners; the fops are the
men of weight; and since, by accident, wit and
sense appeared under the title of the Tatlers, the
eternal clang of tea-table tattle has rung the changes
upon scandal, and set up for the universal censors
of conversation.

And need we go any further now for our inqui-
ries after magic ? could things take such a turn as
this, without a general converse with the world of
spirits ? will any man tell me this could happen by
the nature of things, or even by the things of
nature ? No, no: invisible operations are acted
from an invisible world; the magicians are in the
right, all the great things they do could never be
done without an intercourse with a superior rank
of beings, be they infernal, or what other Devils
you please to call them.

Take a few bright doings for examples. Upon
what foot does the bright lord------sit every morn-
ing over his chocolate, talking upon all the works
of the learned, himself unlearned to a scandal?
And how good-natured and well-mannered is the
age, that nobody laughs at him till he is gone, or
forbears it afterwards ? How wise are his remarks!
how just his reflections! when he talks so much,
and understands so little, that it may be truly said,
no wise man talks like him. In which, however,
his lordship had this happiness, that he chose to
take it for a compliment, instead of a satire.
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